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City of Ukiah Alex R. Thomas Plaza
Parks & Recreation Dept. Maintenance and Paint Upgrade
411 W Clay St.
Ukiah, CA 95482 

A public space is an area or place that is open and accessible to all peoples, regardless of 
gender, race, ethnicity, age or socio-economic level. These are public gathering spaces 
such as plazas, squares and parks.

Well-designed and maintained public spaces are critical to the health of any city. Such 
gathering spaces allow for social mixing, civic participation, recreation, and a sense of 
belonging. Good public spaces respond to the dynamics of a community—amenities wear 
out, needs change and management of our public spaces require continual maintenance 
and innovation. Every community group's history should be included into the physical and 
cultural reality of a public space.

The parks and plazas of Ukiah provide such public spaces. By coming together in these 
safe and relaxed settings, different groups become comfortable with each other, thereby 
strengthening community cohesion. 

The color palette for Alex Thomas Plaza has been selected to mirror the cultural, ethnic 
and social fabric of the community it serves. 

• Following the adoption of the City of Ukiah’s Public Art Policy, the City is 
implementing a civic art program at the plaza featuring both permanent and temporary, 
revolving works of art.  Art animates public spaces, improves local business viability, and 
contributes to public safety. Public art brings diverse people together to celebrate, 
inspire, and be inspired. 

• Before the establishment of Ukiah, this land was home to the Native American 
Pomo civilization. The Pomoan population at the time of first European contact is 
estimated to have been at least 15,000. Contemporary Pomo people use the Alex Thomas 
Plaza to this day for social and cultural gatherings as an inspiration to all.

• Ukiah has a large Latinx community which has made the Plaza a community 
destination for folk dancing, musical gatherings, and to network across sectors to meet 
people from all regions of Mendocino County.

• Many special events are hosted at the Plaza. A few of the events include the year-
round weekly Farmers Market, musical events for different groups, summer movie series, 
Chinese New Year celebration, Classic Car Show, Pumpkinfest, Story Promenade 
presented by Ukiah Library, the annual Ukiah Valley Art Fair, and the Rising Stars Music 
Competition among many others.

Alex Thomas Plaza is Ukiah’s central public plaza with the goal of fulfilling specific ways to 
promote, maintain, and manage cultural diversity and inclusion in our urban parks. The 
current intent is not a park “restoration” that seeks historical or aesthetic values, but to 
create a vibrant, active destination for the benefit of everyone. 
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ENTRY SIGNAGE
AND LANDSCAPE RETAINING WALLS
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The entry signage is institutionally bland and non-descript. The text and background should 

distinguish itself from the grey concrete frame with distinctive color detailing. This is the focal point 

and name of the plaza and should present itself as a memorable representation of the colorful 

downtown character. All the concrete benches are in need of paint.

Recessed Panel
1. BM.  Sun Valley 

No. 350

Cast Concrete
2. Waynesboro 

Taupe
No. 1544

3. Letters
Deep Rose 
No. 2004-10

2

2

2 1

3

1
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SUNDIAL GARDEN
AND LANDSCAPE RETAINING WALLS
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The Sundial is hidden from view by overgrown landscaping and can be a focal point with some 

defining detail colors and new appropriate landscaping. The concrete walls are chipped, stained 

and neglected, they need cleaning and paint to unify the material and function.

Cast Concrete
1.    Waynesboro 

Taupe
No. 1544

All cast concrete 
retaining walls, curbs 
and benches 
throughout the park.

Sundial to remain 
as-is, no work.



BANDSTAND / STAGE
WALLS, POLES AND STEEL ORNAMENTS
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The low walls defining the stage area are dull and indistinguishable from the stage and background. 

The wall cap is broken and in need of new restoration. The flag poles should celebrate the occasion 

and help define the performance with festive color.

Wall
1.    Scandinavian Blue

No. 2068-30

Structural Cylinders
2. Watertown

No. 818

Metal Moons
3. Green With Envy

No. 2036-30

Poles (3)
4. Orange Blossom

No. 2168-30

1

2

3
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ART WALLS
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE PLAZA
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The outside east wall of the restrooms has been designated  for a painted mural , and the low wall 

adjacent to this is intended for a rotating art wall. The walls need to be power washed, primed and 

top-coated with a low maintenance paint with color that can stand on its own while serving as a 

stimulating host for varied art projects.

Art Walls
1. Spring Dust

No. 2150-40

Short End Wall
2. Starburst Orange

No. 2010-30

1

2

1



RESTROOMS, EXTERIOR
SOUTH BUILDING OF THE PLAZA
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The cream ceiling to remain or match existing. 

Store-Room door to match adjacent wall. 

Gutters to match background colors.

Roof Fascia
1. Scandinavian Blue

No. 2068-30

Smooth Block Walls
2. Sun Valley

No. 350

Drink Fountain Wall
3. Blue Lapis

No. 2067-40

Textured Block Wall
4. St. Elmo's Fire

No. 362

Bathroom Doors
5. Peony

No. 2079-30

2 1 2 5 2 2 COL 4 21 34

The exterior walls of the restroom building stained, moldy, multiple areas of graffiti with attempts 

of unsuccessful removal or painted over. These walls need a thorough power wash, block primer 

and anti graffiti topcoat of quality paint. This is an area to brighten up and define the architecture 

with several complimentary colors and create a positive presence rather than the current dark 

corner to evade.

4

End Walls
Spring Dust
No. 2150-40

End Walls
Spring Dust
No. 2150-40



MAIN PAVILION
SOUTHEAST BUILDING IN THE PLAZA

Color Palette
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Roof Fascia
1. Scandinavian Blue

No. 2068-30

Back Wall
2. Spring Dust

No. 350

Trellis
3. Hampton Green

No. 2150-50

All Columns
4. Alexandria Beige

No. HC-77

Roof Beams & Clg.
5. Easter Lilly

No. 2150-70 

6. Letters “UKIAH”
Deep Rose
No. 2004-10

2 2 4 3 5 4 1 24 51

The Interior back wall in the pavilion is stained, and moldy. It needs a thorough power wash with 

block filler and new topcoat of paint. The Trellis will be a lighter shad of the rear wall. The Fascia 

will continue the Scandinavian Blue color to tie the Pavilion with the south wall with the 

Bathrooms. All of the columns will be the same color, an earthy brown to anchor and support the 

roofs.



RESTROOMS, INTERIOR
SOUTH BUILDING OF THE PLAZA
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The interior of the restrooms should be cleaned, painted and well lit, with recognizable assurance 

that the city takes pride in its public restrooms. They should be spotlessly maintained and welcome 

the public with respect. The doors have the feel of a prison and could be painted in a bright and 

innovative way to welcome people (see page 7).

Leave brushed bare metal natural and unpainted. Apply Anti-Graffiti sacrificial coating on all 

surfaces except plumbing fixtures and ADA accessories. Paint plywood covers to match partitions.

Replace or repair dysfunctional light fixtures.

Metal Partitions
1.    Hampton Green

No. 2150-50

Interior Block Walls,
2.     Stucco Walls and

Ceiling
Milkyway
No. 2018-70

Interior Floor
3.    Clear Penetrating

PROSOCO Weather      
Seal Siloxane PD 

4.     Clear coat of anti-
graffiti protection.
Rain Guard
Vandl-Top



STEEL and CAST IRON FIXTURES
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The cast iron clock is faded and oxidized, as are the lamp posts throughout the plaza. The steel handrails 

and decorative elements of the stage area are chipped, rusting and in need or restoration.

Clock
1.   Manor Green

No. 2047-20

2. Clock Trim / MM*
Dome Gold
No. 337164

Lamp Posts
3.    Black

No. HC-190

Stair Handrails
4.    Manor Green

No. 2047-20

*Note: Gold trim paint is from 
Modern Masters Paint Co.
See Specification Sheet.


