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Some Ideas to Revise Your Poems
Karen Lewis, California Poets in the Schools, klewis@mcn.org
Pick 4-5 of these strategies and rewrite your favorite poem(s) from workshop. 

Make sure your poem feels right to you: meaning, symbols, ending.

Vivid Language

· Simile and Metaphor
· Be more specific (lizard instead of reptile, pelican instead of “bird”]

· Active verbs (leap, dance, twist, gallop, stomp, tip-toe, etc. instead of “move”)
· Use several different senses: touch, sound, scent, taste, visual, intuition, emotion
· Find synonyms for any boring words (use a Thesaurus)
· Sound Strategies (alliteration, repetition, rhymes that make sense)
Shape Your Poem

· Change the order of lines or stanzas as needed

· Create stanzas if your poem is one big block

· Experiment with couplets, tercets or quatrains (stanzas of 2, 3, or 4 lines)

· Force a line break after every 5th word, or after every 10th syllable

· Decide if poem is best centered, flush left or is more of a narrative/story shape

· Make sure opening lines and closing lines are exciting

Recycle, Rework

· Combine elements from your favorite poems to make a new poem

· Pick your favorite image or line in a poem and use it to start a new poem

· Use a dictionary to pick 3-5 words at random to include in your poem 

· Find words you love in other reference books or maps and include these

Rough Draft Example #1

fly, flew, sliding through the sky, these are words for birds, soar, wind, the bird leaves, glides away, on a current of air in the sky

its wings are gentle in the air and it dives down and gets a fish, it is graceful, it spins, it flies around the world

Revision:
bird words

fly, flew, sliding through the sky, these are bird words

soar, glide, wind, air, the bird takes off, gliding

gently on a current of air

through the sky

its wings flutter gently in the breeze

diving down into the sea

the bird grabs a fish in its sharp claws,

the bird is graceful, spinning for sheer joy,

it flies through the skies

around the world.

Corwin Zekley, 6th Grade

Centered lines, fine sounds, action verbs, details—

this poem is a collage, a collection of images.
© All Poems Copyright To Individual Authors.

Rough Draft Example #2

Find me looking up at the stars in the eye of a tornado. Find me drawing my house key so I can find it. Find me riding a horse while my heart beats into the night sky. Find me following birds into the clouds. Find me on a train, and that’s where I’ll always be on it.

Revision:

You’ll Never Find Me

Find me looking up at the stars

in the eye of a tornado.

Find me drawing my house key

so I can find it.

Find me riding my horse while my

heart beats into the night sky.

Find me following swallows

into the clouds.

Find me on a train to nowhere, and

that’s where I’ll always be, nowhere.

Taylor Lotten, 5th Grade

Good example of couplets, details—this poem is an effective repetition/chant form.
