Mendocino County Alliance for Arts Education Meeting- (MCAAE)
Mendocino College Rm. 5212 

June 14, 2013
Present: Leslie Saxon-West, Katie Gibbs, Jane Covella, Paloma Patterson, Alyssum Wier, Denise Doering, Liz Elmore, Willow Anderson, Laurel Near
Not in attendance: Carolyn Bakewell, Aaron Carter, Dietmar Krumrey, Judith Kayser, Trudy McCreano, Cathy McKeon, Melena Kaye, and Erica Cooperrider. 
Progress to Date:
· Artist designs poster logo ‘Don’t Let the Color Run Out!’ for student survey campaign. 75 responses collected from students and teachers throughout Mendocino County.
· Invited teacher participation for LAN on August 9th, 2012.

· Discussed LAN goals with Ukiah Art Center on September 9th, 2012. 

· Met w/MCOE VAPA Educational Specialist – Aaron Carter on September 20th, 2012.

· Conducted Survey Monkey with local educators to find out local community art education needs and awareness

· Breakfast Launch: November 30, 2012- 30 attendees
Article appeared in UDJ.  Volunteer interest cards were distributed to breakfast participants to ask their level of interest in the local alliance and how they could best help.
· County Superintendent Paul Tichinin informed the Mendocino County Board of Education about the launch of MCAAE and the importance of arts education in Mendocino County.  These meeting minutes can be found on the MCOE website under Board Meetings- December 10, 2012.
· Erica Cooperrider sent two ‘Art Matters’ videos to the County Board of Supervisors on May 20th, 2013. Videos showcasing three student views are posted on the Arts Council website (under programs/alliance for arts education). 
· 375 responses were received about the topic ‘Why Art Matters’ from Mendocino College in April 2013. 

· Meetings: January 18th, 2013 – Established Leadership Team. Subsequent meetings held on March 15th, 2013, and June 14th, 2013. All meeting agendas and student surveys are posted on the ACMC website: ArtsMendocino.org 

Future Progress and Goals
· Jane was contacted by Mendocino Arts Center magazine writer and local historian Dot Brovarney magazine to report on MCAAE efforts.  Since the MCAAE message was still being developed it was decided to hold off on conducting an interview at that time. Jane mentioned that it is important to get the entire county involved to create a unity of purpose. There is also the need to get more parents involved. Paloma will follow up with media publicity. Suggested a promo video be produced this summer to use by September for future school board meetings.
· Several volunteers from MCAAE will need to volunteer to conduct, collect, and highlight the most important quotes from the student survey question ‘Why Art Matters’? from each school district.

· Representation is needed at the various School Board meetings throughout Mendocino County (especially from parents) -Willow Anderson has agreed to assign student volunteers and teachers to present at scheduled board meetings in the hopes of passing a resolution to: “integrate arts education in all subjects, keep strong funding available for the purpose of providing classes and professional teacher development in the various art forms which can be equally accessed by every students throughout the Mendocino County School system”.  
· Denise Doering would like to see a presentation at every school board meeting. It would be beneficial to have Ukiah High students make a presentation at the Mendocino College Board of Trustees meeting. Leslie and Denise will work together on lunch strategies to connect Ukiah High School and Mendocino College.

· After-school programs and elementary school presentations could be assisted by Katie Gibbs and Melena Kaye. Jane Covella will contact Bessie Glossenger at MCOE to enlist her assistance with this school age group. 
· Paloma Patterson will work on a master calendar of board meetings throughout Mendocino County of all school districts including MCOE and Mendocino College.
· The MCAAE leadership team needs to develop 3-4 presentations that can fit various student demographics and stages of education. Personal stories are always very compelling and should be used to demonstrate key points. Students/parents will speak during the public comment session to highlight the various reasons why arts education is important for students and their educational goals. Need to identify student ‘leaders’ to speak at these meetings. Students can include participation in MCAAE on college applications as leadership development. 
· Can we create a brief and concise MCAAE promo video? Other MATV exposure? Professional development models for teachers?

· Do we need to create collateral materials to market MCAAE.

· Follow up with Willits School District and Carolyn Bakewell to see successes for their robust arts programs.

· Need to develop a mailing list. Jane will send out current list for us to add to.  Paloma will look into Mail Chimp email service with ACMC.
Communications/Messaging:
· Need to develop MCAAE talking points along with requested/desired actions. Tagline: Mendocino Grows the Arts? Integrate; Prioritize; Train; Equal Access; Arts for the Masses, Make art primary, not extracurricular; Maintain & expand the arts. Take current news events/articles – link to public comment presentations at schools. Why do the arts matter? Connect this to the promo video. Look up statistics on the impact of art on well-known scientists, etc. Research alumni who didn’t go into the arts suggested by Laurel – SPACE. 
· Requested actions: Make space for art during the school day. Provide more training for teachers to know how to incorporate art into the academic curriculum. Jane suggested Aaron Carter could help develop this piece. Protect and increase current arts programs.
· Arts integration in every classroom – commitment from School Board members to integrate the arts into academic curriculum.

· What are school board members capable of doing? This will help inform what we can ask for. 

· September should be our deadline for beginning presentations. Any money in budget for collateral materials?

1. Tagline/Motto
2. List of 3 clear demands

Prioritize

Integrate

Equalize
Require
Retain (knowledge & students)

Restore (funding & programs)

Imagine

Discover

Inspire

Act

Train

* Value
* Ensure Equal Access
* Fund 
Arts every day in every class

Require the Arts

Reintegrate

Grow the Arts

Reseed Arts Education

Art Is Education

Arts Matter

Gimme Arts

Art is Access
Actions to take: 

Laurel – will commit to heading one presentation at a school board meeting. It is important to connect people to one another for communication of MCAAE goals.
Katie – will work on heading up an elementary school presentation (with Melena and Bessie)? Katie would like to hear about outstanding elementary school teachers. Laurel suggested examples of exemplary teachers are Sue Shell and Kathy Hessom. 
Paloma – will create master calendar of county school board meetings; create a sandwich outline for presentations; send the doodle poll to set the August date of next meeting, and ask Erica to assist with the creation of a 2 minute MCAAE promo video.
Leslie – will work with Denise and develop some strategies/schedule for meeting presentations to the Mendocino College Board of Trustees- focus will be: high school feeder schools, acquired arts experience prior to registration at Mendocino College, and continuing art education class needs for future careers.
Jane – will contact After School programs coordinator at MCOE 

Willow – will manage master calendar

Liz – will conduct a Why Arts Matter survey of the Boys & Girls Club with parents and students. Plan to use educational mural as a part of presentation with the assistance of artist Janet Self.
Erica– will find college students willing to help create and direct promo film and future student videos.
ACMC resources:

· Mail Chimp Account

· Press Release List

· Page on ACMC Website for Alliance, news, notes, videos, etc.

· 2nd annual Open- Eyes , Heart, Hands, & Minds curriculum institute hosted by ACMC will take place on August 8th, 2013 for teacher professional development

Alyssum announced that Jane is passing the baton to Paloma Patterson, who will now coordinate the Mendocino County Alliance for Arts Education team meetings for the next two years. Paloma will organize communications and meeting agendas. She reminded everyone that she will expect everyone to split essential tasks.  Paloma cannot take on much more additional work for the ‘arts’ as she already contributes in various ways through ACMC and the GASP program. Jane is leaving the leadership role because of increasing family commitments and problems with the sitting for long periods of time at the computer. She is grateful for all of the support and enthusiasm of the leadership team as the focus has been on pushing forward to plan goals for our local arts education alliance.  
In the future please send all MCAAE e-mail correspondence to: palomapatterson@gmail.com.       

