The Power of Dance Taught Well Handout
Excerpted from the chapter “The Power of Dance Well Taught” in the book Partnering Dance and Education: Intelligent Moves for Changing Times by Judith Lynne Hanna are fifteen benefits of dance and dance education and following that six benefits of dance instruction as related to the National Dance Standards:

Fifteen Benefits of Dance and Dance Education:

· Dance education aids the development of kinesthetic intelligence.

· Dance education creates opportunities for self-expression and communication within the constraints of the medium of the body. 
· Dance, whether representational, thematic, or abstract, is a repository of civilization that changes through time. 
· Dance education teaches the values and skills of creativity, problem solving, risk taking, making judgments in the absence of rules, and higher-order thinking skills. 
· Dance provides an opportunity for students to recognize that there are multiple solutions to problems. 
· The study of dance fosters an individual’s ability to better interpret interpersonal nonverbal communication. 
· Dance education provides a strong base from which to analyze and make informed judgments about corporeal images. 
· Learning the dances of other cultures helps students to develop an understanding and respect for them. 
· Through stimulating all the senses, dance goes beyond verbal language in engaging dancers and promoting the development of multisensory beings. 
· Dance provides options to destructive alternatives in a world that is unpredictable and unsafe for children. 
· Dance education prepares people for careers in dance and other fields. 
· Dance enhances an individual’s lifelong quality of life. 
· Participation in dance benefits our communities economically. 
· Dance education helps students develop physical fitness, appreciation of the body, concern for sound health practices, and effective stress management approaches. 
· Dance education contributes to the National Education Goals (from the Educate America Act of 1994).
Six Benefits of Dance Instruction Related to National Dance Standards:

· Technique—Identifying and demonstrating movement elements and skills in performing dance
· Choreography—Understanding choreographic principles, processes, and structures 
· Nonverbal Communication—Understanding dance as a way to create and communicate meaning
· Critical and Creative Thinking—Applying and demonstrating critical and creative thinking skills in dance
· History and Culture—Demonstrating and understanding dance in various cultures and historical periods
· Healthful Living—Making connections between dance and healthful living/between dance and other disciplines
