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Pantoum Structure

A Malaysian form in which the poem gains musical resonance from a repetition of lines according to a pattern. Rhyme is not necessary but optional. For added challenge, maintain a consistent syllable count (meter) in each line. 

Tip: Start with a free write for 10 minutes on an optional/assigned topic. Write down all of your feelings and ideas about that particular theme or experience. Then, use your favorite lines to start a pantoum. 

Tip: Remember, a poetic line does not need to be a complete sentence.
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A fun option: Switch Lines 1 and 3 here so that Line 1 is the final line of your pantoum. See following pantoum poem examples.

Pacific Movement

Foam skimming across the surface

The curve begins
The water comes surging up the beach

polishing all the shells along its way

The curve begins

The amorphous body urns shapeless again

polishing all the shells along its way

bringing a cool rush only found in the Pacific

The amorphous body turns shapeless again

She runs breathless into the sea

bringing a cool rush only found in the Pacific

She dives under, letting the cold permeate

She runs breathless into the sea

Foam skimming across the surface

She dives under, letting the cold permeate

The water comes surging up the beach.      

Julia Acker, 10th Grade

Snowfall, Mother Nature

the soft white snow falls

awaken me from my nap

the moon is already up to say hello

and the sky, so full of dark purples

awaken me from my nap

the frozen car windows

and the sky, so full of dark purples

sounds of the wind

awaken me from my nap

the grass waves in the wind

the frozen car windows

like a dancer with the sun already gone

the sky, so full of dark purples

the soft white snow falls

sounds of the wind

the moon is already up to say hello

Alix Gonzalez, 6th Grade

Whispering Umbrellas

Whispering umbrellas,

Conversations of raindrops,

Falling plink! Plink!

Surrounding my footsteps.


Conversations of raindrops,

A sound for each one,

Surrounding my footsteps,

Daring my balance.


A sound for each one,

The somersaulting wind,

Daring my balance,

Walking without seeing.

The somersaulting wind,

Falling plink! Plink!

Walking  without seeing,

Whispering umbrellas.

(
Los susurrus de paraguas

Los susurrus de paraguas,

Conversaciones de las gotas,

Que callan con un !plink!

Alrededor de mis pasos.

Conversaciones de las gotas,

Un sonideo por cada uno,

Alrededor de mis pasos,

Probando mi equilibrio.

Un sonido para cada uno,

El viento haciendo vueltas,

Probando mi equilibrio,

ACaminando sin ver.

El viento haciendo vueltas,

Que callan con un !plink!

Caminando sin ver,

Los susurrus de paraguas.

Mehrnush Golriz, 9th Grade
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